CHAPTER IV

THE MINING ENGINEER

BEFORE Emanuel could begin his work on the
College of Mines, he was commanded by the king
to assist Polhem in planning a great canal which
was to conned the North Sea with the Baltic. It
was hoped that by joining up a chain of small lakes
with the two great ones, Wener and Wetter, it
would be possible for ships to sail through to
Stockholm without passing the narrow Straits near
Denmark. Such a canal as this would require many
locks, and Polhem and Swedberg were to examine the
land, decide which route the canal should take and
survey the places where locks might be conStru&ed.

The idea of cutting this canal was a very old one.
It was Benzelius who brought the matter up again
and who suggested that Emanuel should speak to
Charles about it. The king became very interested
in the projeft. For some months an energetic
attempt was made to get the workmen Started.

But, unhappily, an engineering work of this kind
is very costly and monarchs like Charles are never
wealthy. The country of Sweden was impoverished
through many years of warfare. And even now